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The following article deals with some research that I have done in the field of teaching writing in the classroom. In my research I came across some articles that I considered to be of importance in terms of developing writing skills by employing creativity. The articles that I have chosen to speak about consist of approaches, methods and aims regarding the process of writing, as recent viewers see it more as a purpose, while traditional viewers on teaching writing considered it a means and insisted only in its importance as a product.
An Imaginative Approach to Teaching Writing is one of the articles that got my attention, because it involves creativity from both the teacher and the student. The most important ingredient in learning to write in a foreign language is motivation, and the teachers that published the article have experimented with a wide range of exercises, which I consider to be very interesting and which could very easily be applied in the classroom.

The exercises have been devised to motivate the students and to use and improve their writing skills. Most of them are done in pair work or group work, which facilitates communication between the students.What is more important of all is that these activities require the students to exercise their imagination. The exercises require the students to establish relationships between concepts, ideas, and words outside the normal use, which forces them to review their primary use. All these reasons can be summed up in one: the exercises are an imaginative approach to teaching varieties of writing. What follows next is a sampling of exercises which require the students imagination and creativity. I have selected six types of exercises, the ones that I have applied as a teacher, and would have loved to solve as a student.

1. WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF …?

Preparation: none;

Organization: individual/ pair work;

Procedure: tell the students to write a composition using one of the following ideas:

a) …..if a crocodile came into the class to study English?

b) ….if one day we found the streets of our city covered with grass?

c) ….if I invited an extraterrestrial to have lunch at home?

Tell the students to invent new ideas if they don’t like the ones you have given.

2. RIDDLES

Preparation: none;

Organization: group work;

Procedure:

Step 1. Tell the students to write a riddle according to the following instructions:

first define an object as if you were seeing it for the first time, and then describe

the object by comparing it to something you know.

Step 2. When the students have written their riddles, they ask the rest of the class to guess what it is.

Example: It has two circles with two eyes on them.

It looks like a bike. (Answer: a pair of glasses)

3. CHANED NONSENSICAL STORIES

Preparation: prepare a list of questions with the verb tense that you want to practice on. For example:

Who was he/she/it?

Where was he/she/it?

What was he/she/it?

What did he/she/it say?

What did say he/she/it to the people?

How did the story finish?

Organization: group work;

Procedure:

Step1. Have each student take a sheet of paper. Ask the questions listed above, one at the time. After the students have answered the first question, they should fold up their sheets of paper, so that the answer is hidden, and then pass their paper along to another student. Then have them write the answer to the second question, and continue in this way until all the questions have been answered. Each student should answer the questions according to their original idea she/he had, when answering the first.

Step 2. Have each student unfold the sheet that she/he has at the end, and write a short story by joining the sentences into a paragraph (even though it apparently

makes no sense) on a new sheet of paper.

Step 3. Have the students read the stories aloud and choose the funniest and most nonsensical one.
4. AND THEN WHAT HAPPENED?

Preparation: none;

Organization: individual/pair work;

Procedure: Tell the students to think of well-known traditional stories (e. g. Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Little Red Riding Hood etc.), and have them write a

composition starting where the traditional story ended.

5. PICTURE COMPOSITION

Preparation: none;

Organization: pair work;

Procedure:

Step 1. Tell the students to draw a picture. Two students must draw on the same

sheet, and neither of them has to take in account what the other has drawn.

Step 2. Each one must write a composition describing the final picture.

Step 3. They must discuss which composition better reflects their pictures, and

explain why.

6. NEWSPAPER HAEDLINES

Preparation: cut out some headlines from a newspaper and photocopy them;

Organization: group work;

Procedure:

Step 1. Hand out a photocopy to each group. The students must mix up the words

in the headlines to make funny new headlines. They are acceptable if they are grammatically correct.

Step 2. After the students have written the new headlines, they must write a piece of news to go with one of them.
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